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Second Sunday of Advent, Dec.7, 2025

Weekend Masses: St. Joseph’s — Sat., 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s — Sun., 9:30 a.m.; St. Michael’s — Sun., 11 a.m.
Weekday Masses:

Mon., Dec. 8 — St. Michael’s — 11 a.m. — Funeral Mass for Ethel Gallant

Tues., Dec. 9 — St. Joseph’s — 6:30 p.m. — Archie Cameron req. by Betty & Peter MacFarlane

Wed., Dec. 10 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m. — Tommy Timmons req. by Donna & Greg Herve

Thurs., Dec. 11 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m. — Richard LeBlanc req. by Emile LeBlanc & sons

Fri., Dec. 12 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m. — Alex J. & Minnie LeBlanc req. by the family of Josephine & Jimmy
LeBlanc

Solemnity: Dec. 8 - The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Feast: Dec. 12 - Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas; Memorial: Dec. 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr

From the Pastor’s Desk — My dear friends,

This Monday, December 8, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a day of profound grace
for the whole Church. It is also a day that is especially close to my heart, because my own religious community
bears her name. We are called the Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception, dedicated to
serving God under the loving protection and example of our Blessed Mother.

As we honour Mary pure, faithful, and wholly open to God’s will, I humbly ask you to pray for my religious
order and for all my brothers who strive to live out her virtues in our ministry and daily life. May the
Immaculate Mother continue to guide us, protect us, and help us to say “yes” to God with the same trust and
generosity that she showed.

May this solemnity fill your hearts with hope, peace, and the joy of knowing that Mary always intercedes for
her children.

On this Second Sunday of Advent, the Word of God reminds us that the Messiah we await is unlike any earthly
ruler. Isaiah tells us that the One who is to come will judge with righteousness, justice, and faithfulness, not by
appearances or rumours.

In contrast, we often judge quickly based on limited information. But the Lord sees the heart and knows the
truth beneath the surface. Advent invites us to slow down, listen deeply, and see each other with Christ’s eyes.

How often do we judge someone based on a single comment, mistake, rumour, or weakness? But God tells us
today that He sees deeper and knows the heart.

This is good news because we all carry things others don’t understand, but it’s also a challenge: we can’t claim
to follow Christ and still judge by appearances.

The Gospel is blunt. John the Baptist doesn’t say, “Be nice, Christmas is coming.” He says, “Repent. Change
your life. Produce good fruit.”
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Many struggle because they want Christmas joy without Advent conversion, God’s blessing without changing
behaviour, forgiveness without honesty, faithfulness from God while giving Him leftovers. But John tells us
that if Christ is coming, something in us must change. Advent is not about decorating our homes; it’s
about redecorating our hearts.

This week, whenever you’re tempted to judge someone, say this prayer: “Lord, help me see them with Your
eyes.”

Advent is a gift. It gives us the opportunity to clean our hearts so that Christ finds us ready. Let us stop judging
by what we see. Let us stop reacting to rumours and appearances. Let us begin to act with justice, faithfulness,
and mercy because in the end, that is how Christ will judge us.

With prayers,
Fr. Silvichan Dominic, CFIC

MINISTRY

Advent Penitential Service, St. Michael’s, Fri., Dec. 19 at 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Masses: Dec. 24 — St. Joseph’s — 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s — 6 p.m.; St. Michael’s — 9 p.m.
Dec. 25 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m.

New Year’s Day Mass, Jan. 1 - St. Michael’s — 10 a.m.

MEETING.
The Finance Committee will meet on Dec. 9 following the 6:30 Mass at St. Joseph’s.

Shared Lessons and Carols Service will take place on Wed., Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. at Calvin United Church. Join
us as Calvin United and St. Michael's Church join together in prayer and song, sharing the stories and songs of
the Advent and Christmas season. Offering will support the Margaree Food Security Program.

Margaree Food Security Society — offers assistance to all people in need of financial help for grocery items.
If you, or someone you know, could use a little financial boost, please call 902-248-2888 on Tuesday mornings
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. A volunteer will assist you in obtaining a Co-op Gift Card that can be used to purchase
whatever items you require with the exception of alcohol, tobacco products and lottery tickets. This service is
confidential.

The Margaree Food Security Society is accepting monetary donations from individuals, businesses and
organizations. If you would like to make a donation, please forward your cheque, made out to St. Patrick’s
Parish, to Cecile Miller, % St. Pattrick’s Parish, N.E. Margaree, NS BOE 2HO. You can also drop your
donation in the church collection in an envelope marked “Margaree Food Security Society”.

St. Michael's Parish is requesting a return of all keys for the Parish Hall. If you have a hall key and are not
currently on the Hall Committee, please return it to the Parish office. There are issues with the door being left
unlocked, heat and lights being left on. Persons who have a need to have keys will be issued keys. This is in an
effort to curtail our expenses.

CWL/KOC NEWS




What’s Your CWL? INNOVATION - Members of The Catholic Women’s League bring innovative ideas to
develop resolutions for change. We read the signs of the times and propose creative solutions. Be a part of the
process.

St. Patrick’s CWL — Per capita dues ($34) can be paid to Sheila. The CWL Christmas Party will take place on
Wed., Dec. 10 with a short Advent Prayer Service, pot luck meal, exchange of gifts and more!

OTHER NEWS

Christmas Flea Market - There will be a Christmas Flea Market at St. Michael's Hall Dec 13, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
To book a table, please call Annette at 224-0154. $20/table. If you would like to donate any Christmas
decorations for the sale, please contact Annette.

Seniors’ Christmas Party - The Margaree Kinettes will host a Christmas party for seniors of the Margaree
area on Sunday, December 7, starting at 12 noon at St. Michael’s Parish Hall, East Margaree. Come have lunch
with us; visit with Santa, and enjoy some great local talent. It’s a great way to kick off the Holiday
Season. Hope to see you there.

Monday afternoon gatherings at St. Michael's Hall have resumed on Mondays at 1 p.m. Bring your own craft
projects, work on the parish quilt or the community puzzle. Tea, coffee and dessert are served. Our company is
exceptional. Donations for the hall are accepted.

PRAYERS

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for December 2025 — For Christians in areas of conflict — Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation and hope.

Prayer Corner — Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Karen Baer, Jessie Murphy, Hector
LeBlanc, Ann Gillis, Kathleen Deveau, Bob Fortune, Reggie Chiasson, Mary Murphy, Cathy Aucoin, Odette
(Emile) LeBlanc, Thomas LeBlanc, Marie Tompkins (Sydney), Rose Anne Chiasson, Ernie LeBlanc, Devon
Chisholm and Alphonse Cormier. If you are sick and would like your name in the Prayer Corner, please
contact the parish office.

Condolences are extended to the families of Ethel Gallant, widow of the late Antoine Gallant, and Leo
Mombourquette, father of Roger Mombourquette.

Contributions for November 2025: St. Joseph’s — Reg. - $3 430; Loose - $98.10; Ev. of N. - $22; N of CC -
$10; All Souls - $495; Fuel - $410; Shep. Trust - $235

St. Michael’s — Reg. - $4 996; Loose - $530; Fuel - $400; Donation - $100; Missals - $234; Cemetery - $750;
Children’s Offering - $7; Shepherd’s Trust - $225; Ev. of N. - $10

St. Patrick’s — Reg. - $3 350; Loose - $90.15; Ev. of N. - $5; All Souls - $170; Fuel - $95; Shep. Trust - $80;
MESS — St. Joseph’s - $90; St. Michael’s - $2 200; St. Patrick’s - $40; KOC - $200; Other - $200

Quote: “The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you
will recognize him at any moment of your life. Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of
the Lord.” ~ Henri Nouwen
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