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First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 30, 2025

Weekend Masses: St. Joseph’s — Sat., 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s — Sun., 9:30 a.m.; St. Michael’s — Sun., 11 a.m.
Weekday Masses:

Tues., Dec. 2 — St. Joseph’s — 6:30 p.m. — Ernie Hinkley req. by Peter & Betty MacFarlane

Wed., Dec. 3 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m. — Clancy Stockley req. by Mary L. Burton

Thurs., Dec. 4 — St. Michael’s — 10 a.m. — Josephine Poppleton req. by Brian & Therese Doucet

Fri., Dec. 5 — St. Michael’s — 9 a.m. — Adoration; 10 a.m. - Mass — Craig Robertson req. by Mary Hilda,
Jimmy Maclsaac & family

Memorial: Dec. 3 — St. Francis Xavier, Priest

From the Pastor’s Desk — My dear friends,

I hope my announcement last week did not shock you too much. Transfers are a natural part of our life as
priests. We meet; we walk together for a time, and then we part, trusting that God is guiding every step. As |
said before, you will always remain in my heart and in my prayers.

As we enter this Advent season, I encourage you to prepare yourselves spiritually for Christmas. I will be
available for confessions, and I warmly invite you to take this time to welcome Christ more deeply into your
lives.

Let us keep Christ at the centre of all our celebrations.

This Sunday, we begin a new liturgical year, a fresh spiritual start. Advent always invites us to pause, to
breathe, and to look toward Christ who comes: in history at Bethlehem, in mystery in the sacraments, and in
glory at the end of time.

Isaiah gives us a beautiful vision: all nations streaming toward the mountain of the Lord, longing for peace. In
a world marked by conflict, division, and anxiety, this vision awakens hope. God 1s drawing us toward Himself.
Advent is our time to “walk in the light of the Lord.”

The psalm captures the same longing: “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” Advent joy is not noisy
excitement; it is quiet confidence that God is near.

St. Paul tells us, “It is the hour now to awake from sleep.” Advent wakes us up from spiritual laziness, routine,
and distraction. Paul urges us to “put on the armour of light” and to live in a way that reflects Christ. It is as if
he is saying: Do not wait to become holy. Start today.

In the Gospel, Jesus calls us to be ready—not afraid, not anxious, but ready. People in Noah’s time were busy
with ordinary life, yet they failed to make room for God. Jesus warns us lovingly: do not miss the grace that is
offered to you now. Be attentive. Be vigilant.

So what does Advent invite us to?
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1. Hope — believing that God is at work even when the world feels dark.
2. Conversion — allowing the Lord to wake us up spiritually.
3. Readiness — living each day as a gift, keeping our hearts focused on Christ.

This week, we can begin simply: by a moment of prayer each morning, by showing patience and kindness, by
making room for silence, and by asking, “Lord, how are you coming to me today?”

As we light the first candle of Advent, may our hearts burn with new hope, new desire, and new readiness for
Christ who comes.

With prayers,
Fr. Silvichan Dominic, CFIC

MINISTRY

MEETING.

A Message from the Parish Pastoral Council - In an effort to engage our young children and their families
more at Mass the Parish Pastoral Council will be slowly implementing new initiatives and engagement ideas.
To that end, starting the first weekend of December a basket or container will be placed at the front of the altar.
During the offertory we will welcome the children to come forward and bring some small coins, etc to place in
this basket. This will be at all 3 churches. We want to encourage the children in our parish to be more engaged
in the Mass and this will hopefully be one small way we can start that.

Margaree Food Security Society — offers assistance to all people in need of financial help for grocery items.
If you, or someone you know, could use a little financial boost, please call 902-248-2888 on Tuesday mornings
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. A volunteer will assist you in obtaining a Co-op Gift Card that can be used to purchase
whatever items you require with the exception of alcohol, tobacco products and lottery tickets. This service is
confidential.

The Margaree Food Security Society is accepting monetary donations from individuals, businesses and
organizations. If you would like to make a donation, please forward your cheque, made out to St. Patrick’s
Parish, to Cecile Miller, % St. Pattrick’s Parish, N.E. Margaree, NS BOE 2HO. You can also drop your
donation in the church collection in an envelope marked “Margaree Food Security Society”.

St. Michael's Parish is requesting a return of all keys for the Parish Hall. If you have a hall key and are not
currently on the Hall Committee, please return it to the Parish office. There are issues with the door being left
unlocked, heat and lights being left on. Persons who have a need to have keys will be issued keys. This is in an
effort to curtail our expenses.

CWL/KOC NEWS

What’s Your CWL? — INCLUSIVE - Catholic Women’s League members are a mosaic of women inclusive
of all ages and cultures. Add your fabric to our quilt. Your place is among us.

St. Patrick’s CWL — Per capita dues ($34) can be paid to Sheila. The CWL Christmas Party will take place on
Wed., Dec. 10 with a short Advent Prayer Service, pot luck meal, exchange of gifts and more!

OTHER NEWS

Christmas Flea Market - There will be a Christmas Flea Market at St. Michael's Hall Dec 13, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
To book a table, please call Annette at 224-0154. $20/table. If you would like to donate any Christmas
decorations for the sale, please contact Annette.




Seniors’ Christmas Party - The Margaree Kinettes will host a Christmas party for seniors of the Margaree
area on Sunday, December 7, starting at 12 noon at St. Michael’s Parish Hall, East Margaree. Come have lunch
with us; visit with Santa, and enjoy some great local talent. It’s a great way to kick off the Holiday
Season. Hope to see you there.

Kitchen Party - We're having another Kitchen Party at St. Michael's Hall on Sat., Nov 29 from 7-9 p.m. Join
us for an enjoyable evening of music, friendship and goodies. Tea/coffee and cookies included in the price of
admission which is $10 per adult, $5 under 16 yr. of age. We are pleased to welcome some great musicians for
their first time in the kitchen. Help us kick off the holiday season in style.

Monday afternoon gatherings at St. Michael's Hall have resumed on Mondays at 1 p.m. Bring your own craft
projects, work on the parish quilt or the community puzzle. Tea, coffee and dessert are served. Our company is
exceptional. Donations for the hall are accepted.

The ICMH Christmas Tea & Sale - The ICMH Auxiliary will be holding its Christmas Tea and Sale on
Sunday, November 30, 2025 from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Inverness Legion. The Tea is sit-down or take-out - $5.00/
person. Craft items, gently used jewellery and baked goods are welcome donations from the Margaree
communities. Items for the bake table can be delivered to Therese Doucet before 10:30 a.m. on the 30th. For
craft donations, contact Eileen Coady or Helena Hart. Tea tickets are available in the East Margaree / Fordview
area by calling Anne LeBlanc or Angie Kelly. 50/ 50 tickets will be sold at the Co op on November 21 and 26.
The Auxiliary appreciates your support and hopes to see you at the Tea and Sale on the 30th.

Wreath Making - There will be a wreath making workshop at St Joseph's Parish Hall on Dec. 6 beginning at 5
(after the 4 p.m. Mass). We will be serving homemade soup with biscuits and dessert during the workshop. All
materials provided. Cost per person is $25 and registration is required. Space is limited, please call Mary at
902-248-2317 to register.

PRAYERS

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for December 2025 — For Christians in areas of conflict — Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation and hope.

Prayer Corner — Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Karen Baer, Jessie Murphy, Hector
LeBlanc, Ann Gillis, Kathleen Deveau, Bob Fortune, Reggie Chiasson, Mary Murphy, Cathy Aucoin, Odette
(Emile) LeBlanc, Thomas LeBlanc, Marie Tompkins (Sydney), Rose Anne Chiasson, Ernie LeBlanc and
Devon Chisholm. If you are sick and would like your name in the Prayer Corner, please contact the parish
office.

Condolences are extended to the families of Lucille Boudreau, aunt of Lyse Ann LeBlanc; Tommy Timmons,
and Camilla Tompkins, widow of the late Gerald Tompkins.

Quote: “Surely, if there is one thing that God wants each of us to be as His sons and daughters, it is to be
channels of His love. God is love, and wherever God’s people are, there God’s love should be manifest.” — Sr.
Ann Shields
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