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The Epiphany of the Lord, Jan. 8, 2023

Sunday Masses: St. Joseph’s - Sat., 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s – Sun., 9:30 a.m.; St. Michael’s – Sun., 11 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Tues., Jan. 10 - St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Ryan Gillis req. by Alison & Helen Gillis
Wed., Jan. 11 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Alex Joseph MacKinnon req. by Mr. & Mrs. Carl Logan
Thurs., Jan. 12 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Betty Matheson req. by Gerry Deveau
Fri., Jan. 13 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Sr. Rose Helene LeBlanc req. by Valerie & Maurice Poirier

MINISTRY

From the Pastor’s desk:My dear people in Christ,

Greetings of peace and joy in this new year. I assure you my prayers and spiritual support as the priest of my
beloved Jesus at your service in this new year as well. It was a special treat for me to get your Christmas cards,
gifts, baking and food. I thank you for your generosity, not only at Christmas but also when I went home in
November, from the bottom of my heart. Let’s support each other and pray for everyone.

While they were talking about the story of the three wise men, a woman asked her parish priest, this question,
“Do you know why God gave the star to the wise men?” When he professed his ignorance, she told him, “God
knows men are too proud to ask directions. If there had been three wise women instead of three wise men, they
would have asked for directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole,
and given some practical gifts!”

Today’s feast, my dear friends, commemorates the public manifestation of God in the person of Jesus. The
story in today’s Gospel passage tells us of three wise men from the East who undertook a long journey to
behold this God-made-visible.

This journey is the journey of every human person. It is our journey, the journey towards the fulfilment of our
heart’s desire. It is the fulfilment of what St Augustine described so beautifully, “You have made us for
yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless till they find rest in you. And the psalmist prays, “It is your face O
Lord that I seek, hide not your face from me.” (Ps 27:8b,9)

The story of the wise men is the story of our inner thirst: the search for the God who can quench this thirst and
the fruits of that encounter. I would like to share a reflection on some elements that we can see in the Gospel of
today that is also part of our own spiritual journey, our Christian life journey.

Renunciation
A specific expression of conversion as a result of the encounter with Jesus is renunciation – the ability to
surrender what we hold dear. The Magi recognize the king of the world in that child in Bethlehem, “and falling
to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and
frankincense and myrrh.” (Mt 2:11)

In most gospel stories of encounter with Jesus, there is a pattern of leaving behind something. “So the woman
left her water jar.” (Jn 4:28) When the fishermen encountered Jesus, “At once leaving their father Zebedee in
the boat with the men he employed, they went after him.” (Mk 1:20, Mt 4:22) When Levi encountered Jesus, he



was willing to leave his table, “and followed him.” (Lk 5:27-28) Zacchaeus was ready to give half of his
property to the poor. (Lk 19:9)

Secondly, after their encounter with Jesus, the magi “returned to their own country by a different way.” (Mt
2:12) If they had used the same way that they came by, they would have betrayed Jesus because Herod was
waiting for them. This is what we see in every conversion that is a result of an encounter with Jesus. The
Samaritan woman (Jn 4), who was apparently avoiding other people in the beginning of the story goes back to
the village to tell them, “There is a man at the well who told me everything that I have done, could he be the
Christ?” Saul, after his encounter with Jesus, becomes Paul, and declares: “For me to live is Christ!”
United in prayer,

Yours in Christ, Fr. Silvichan Dominic CFIC

Boxes of envelopes are available at the entrance of our Churches. Please note that some numbers have changed,
and some special envelopes are a different colour.

CWL & KofC

CWL Dues – Sheila is again collecting per capita fees from CWL members. Dues for 2023 are $34.

St. Patrick’s CWL will meet on Wed., Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. Members are encouraged to attend because important
matters will be discussed especially the new direction for CWL.

K of C Meeting: Our regular monthly meeting will be held on January 12, 2023 at 7 p.m. at St. Micheal’s
Hall, Margaree. Happy New Year. - Grand Knight Mose Fortune

OTHER NEWS

PRAYERS
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January – We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.

Used Stamps and Eye Glasses – Please continue to save used stamps and eye glasses and drop them off at
your respective Church.

Prayer Corner – Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Ann Gillis, Mary Murphy, Ann
Mailette, Adrienne LeBlanc, Alex Dunn, Anna Matheson, Allana Mullaney, Pat Butler, Zacchary Timmons,
Sheldon Casey, Patsy and Leonard Aucoin, and Rita (Marriott) Aucoin. If you are sick and would like your
name in the Prayer Corner, please contact the Parish Office, ccl.mllr@gmail.com

Prayer of St. Gertrude – Everyone is encouraged to offer the Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great (below). She
said our Lord revealed to her that 1 000 souls would be released from Purgatory each time the prayer is said.
“Eternal Father, I offer You the most Precious Blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in my own home, and within my family. Amen.”

Condolences are extended to the families of Charles Hart, Paul Landry, brother-in-law of Keith & Margie;
Martha MacNeil, mother of Morley MacNeil, and Trueman Phillips.



Prayer for World Peace – Father, even when things seem hopeless, we know that through You we are never
without hope. We beg your intervention for a world on the constant brink of war. Beat our swords into
plowshares and cause the lion to lie down with the lamb. Intervene in this world that we might avoid the
horrors of war and let peace rule in all lands. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel - St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humble pray, and do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God cast into Hell, Satan, and all the other evil spirits who roam
throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen

Quote: “We are here to be witnesses of love and to celebrate life because life has
been created in the image of God. Life is to love and to be loved.”

Members of the Margaree Family of Catholic Churches Ministries

Parish Pastoral Council – The members of our Council are Chair – Lawrence MacLellan; vice-Chair – John
Gillis; secretary – Mary MacNeil; other members: Mary Louise Burns, Jeanette Cameron, Mose Fortune,
Alfred Gallant, Donald Angus Gillis and Hilda Murphy-Phillips.

Finance Committee – The members of our Finance Committee are: Chair – Cathy Miller; other members are:
Paula Cormier, Aurea Gillis, Helen Gillis, Marie MacNeil, Cindy McBride, Stella McDaniel, Cecile Miller and
Annie Wall.

Liturgy Committee - The members of our Liturgy Committee are: Chair - Lawrence Cameron, Secretary –
Betty MacFarlane, vice-Chair – Wilfridine Crowdis; other members: Trina Colette, Sandra Gillis, Donna
MacFarlane, Mary Hilda MacIsaac, Dorothy MacKenzie, Irene MacLellan, Steve MacLennan, Denise Olson
and Barbara Wyrwas.

Building & Maintenance Committee – St. Joseph’s – Contact person Joey MacKinnon and other members:
Alex MacNeil and Jerald Miller; St. Michael’s – Contact person: Cyril LeBlanc and other members: Dennis
Doucet and Emile LeBlanc, Belle Cote; St. Patrick’s – Contact person Jack Miller and other members: Tom
Godreau and John McBride. If you see anything which needs to be done, let the contact person know.


