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The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jan. 15, 2023

Sunday Masses: St. Joseph’s - Sat., 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s – Sun., 9:30 a.m.; St. Michael’s – Sun., 11 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Tues., Jan. 17 - St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Richard Gillis req. by Joanie MacEachern
Wed., Jan. 18 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Emily Mitchell req. by Mary (Hannigan) Ingraham
Thurs., Jan. 19 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Peter Sheehan req. by Mr. & Mrs. A. Simon LeBlanc
Fri., Jan. 20 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Hughie Dunn req. by Mr. & Mrs. John Dunn

MINISTRY

From the Pastor’s desk:My dear people in Christ,

Welcome back to Ordinary Time, the longest of the Church Seasons, 33 weeks! It starts at the end of the
Christmas season and runs up to Ash Wednesday, then returns after Pentecost, and continues all the way
through the Feast of Christ the King to the first Sunday of Advent when the next Liturgical cycle (A, B, or C
for Sundays; for weekdays, Cycles 1 or 2 for odd- or even-numbered years respectively), begins. It’s the time
when we aren’t focused on Christ’s birth and death or the beginnings of the Church. What’s special about this
season is that it’s, well, ordinary. But good old Ordinary Time is when we cover most of the story of Jesus’ life,
preaching, parables, miracles – his day-to-day struggles and successes.

Pastor joke: My neighboring pastor put sanitary hot air hand dryers in the rest rooms at his Church and after
two weeks took them out. I asked him why and he confessed that they worked fine but when he went in there,
he saw a sign that read, “For a sample of this week’s sermon, push the button.”

John the Baptist introduced Jesus to the Jews as the “Lamb of God” on the second day. (Jn 1:29) He repeats it
on the third day. “Lamb of God” is the most meaningful title given to Jesus in the Bible. It is used 29 times in
the Book of Revelation. It sums up the love, the sacrifice, and the triumph of Christ. John’s introduction
probably brought five pictures of the “lamb” to the minds of his Jewish listeners:

1) The Lamb of Atonement (Lv 16:20-22) A lamb was brought to the Temple on the Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur). Placing his hands over its head, the high priest transferred all the sins of his people onto the animal. It
was then sent into the forest to be killed by some wild animal.

2) The Lamb of Daily Atonement (Tamid [“standing,” perpetual, continual] Sacrifice) — (Ex 29:38-42; Nm
28:1-8). One lamb was sacrificed on the “Black Altar” of the Temple every morning and another was
sacrificed every evening to make a continuous sacrifice in order to atone for the sins of the Jews.

3) The Paschal Lamb (Ex. 12:11ss), the blood of which saved the first born of the Jewish families in Egypt
from the Angel of Destruction. This lamb reminded them also of the Paschal Lamb which they killed every
year on the Passover Feast.

4) The Lamb of the Prophets which portrayed One who, by His sacrifice, would redeem His people: “The
gentle lamb led to the slaughterhouse” (Jer 11:19), “like a lamb to the slaughter” (Is 53:7). Both refer to the
sufferings and sacrifice of Christ.



5) The Lamb of the Conquerors. This was the picture of a horned lamb on the Jewish flag at the time of
Maccabean liberation war, used as a sign of conquering majesty and power. The great Jewish conquerors like
Samuel, David, and Solomon were described by the ancient Jewish historians as “horned lambs”.
Christ as Lamb of God is a title familiar to us. In the Eucharist, at “the breaking of the bread” we proclaim in
word or song what the Baptist said. Our traditional fraction anthem is the Agnus Dei – “Lamb of God, who
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us/grant us peace.” In this prayer we give expression to our
deepest understanding of the identity and purpose of Jesus Christ as our Lamb and Lord. By His life of love
and sacrifice, we believe and affirm that He is the One Who was to come, came, and continues to come, into a
broken world to take our sins upon Himself.

A tourist visited a Church in Werner, Germany and was surprised to see the figure of a lamb carved on the bell
tower of the church. He asked why it was there and was told that when the bell tower of the church was being
built, a workman fell from a high scaffold. His co-workers rushed down, expecting to find him dead. But to
their surprise and joy, he was alive and only slightly injured. How did he survive? A flock of sheep was passing
beneath the tower at the time, and he landed on top of a lamb. The lamb broke his fall and was crushed to death,
but the man was saved. To commemorate that miraculous escape, a fellow stone artist carved a lamb on the
tower at the exact height from which the workman had fallen. — This statue of the lamb expresses a tiny bit of
what John the Baptist means when he introduces Jesus to his disciples saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God Who
takes away the sin of the world.” Much deeper and more meaningful must be our gratitude to Jesus the Lamb of
God for saving us from the eternally fatal fall from grace.

With prayer,

Fr Silvichan Dominic

Religious Education - Denise Murphy will be beginning classes for those who will be making the Sacraments
of Reconciliation and Eucharist for the first time. Classes will begin on Sun., Jan. 22 following the 11 a.m.
Mass. If you know of anyone eligible, who is not registered for these sacraments, please contact the Parish
Office or one of the members of the Religious Education Committee.

New to FORMED - The Catholic Mom’s Summit is a collection of different talks given by a myriad of
Catholic Moms that aim to provide encouragement and support to other women called to the vocation of
motherhood. – Marcam is an entertaining Catholic show for kids ages 2-6. By going on fun and
educational adventures, the ever-curious and cheerful host, Marcam, helps children become more familiar with
the richness and depth of the Catholic faith!

CWL & KofC

CWL Dues – Sheila is again collecting per capita fees from CWL members. Dues for 2023 are $34.

St. Patrick’s CWL will be hosting a “CWL Sunday” in all three Churches on Jan. 29, 2023. More details will
follow. The winner of the free CWL dues for 2023 is Eva Murphy.

K of C Meeting: Our regular monthly meeting will be held on January 12, 2023 at 7 p.m. at St. Micheal’s
Hall, Margaree. Happy New Year. - Grand Knight Mose Fortune

OTHER NEWS

Thank You from St. Joseph’s Hall Committee - The St Joseph's Parish Hall Committee would like to thank
everyone , near and far, who helped make our fund-raising efforts over the past number of months successful.
Upon discovering a leak in the roof and interior damage caused by that leak, we knew we had to raise a
substantial amount of money to replace the roof and repair all damages. With the help of a Go Fund Me
account, an envelope appeal, and numerous activities aimed at raising much needed dollars, we are pleased to
report that our initial goals have been met. We have replaced the shingled roof with steel and fixed the interior



damage caused by the leaks. We are debt free thanks to your loyal support. As a committee, we see the need for
future improvements, but have decided to suspend any fundraising events until the summer months. We
recognize that we would not have been able to achieve this goal without the generous support of our parish
community, including many who live away but continue to call St Joseph's Parish their home. To our generous
volunteers, entertainers, businesses and all who came together to make our plans reality, we thank you. Happy
New Year! By the way, the winner of our Basket of Treasures was Kathleen Shaw of Marsh Brook Road.

PRAYERS
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January – We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.

Used Stamps and Eye Glasses – Please continue to save used stamps and eye glasses and drop them off at
your respective Church.

Prayer Corner – Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Ann Gillis, Mary Murphy, Ann
Mailette, Adrienne LeBlanc, Alex Dunn, Anna Matheson, Allana Mullaney, Pat Butler, Zacchary Timmons,
Sheldon Casey, Patsy and Leonard Aucoin, and Rita (Marriott) Aucoin. If you are sick and would like your
name in the Prayer Corner, please contact the Parish Office, ccl.mllr@gmail.com

Prayer of St. Gertrude – Everyone is encouraged to offer the Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great (below). She
said our Lord revealed to her that 1 000 souls would be released from Purgatory each time the prayer is said.
“Eternal Father, I offer You the most Precious Blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in my own home, and within my family. Amen.”

Condolences are extended to the families of Marcel Deveau, brother of Odette LeBlanc, and Pius MacIsaac,
brother of Jimmie.

Prayer for World Peace – Father, even when things seem hopeless, we know that through You we are never
without hope. We beg your intervention for a world on the constant brink of war. Beat our swords into
plowshares and cause the lion to lie down with the lamb. Intervene in this world that we might avoid the
horrors of war and let peace rule in all lands. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel - St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humble pray, and do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God cast into Hell, Satan, and all the other evil spirits who roam
throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen

Quote: “Every night before you go to bed, you should be able to say with honesty, ‘I
have loved all day today.’” – Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuon

Members of the Margaree Family of Catholic Churches Ministries

Parish Pastoral Council – The members of our Council are Chair – Lawrence MacLellan; vice-Chair – John
Gillis; secretary – Mary MacNeil; other members: Mary Louise Burns, Jeanette Cameron, Mose Fortune,
Alfred Gallant, Donald Angus Gillis and Hilda Murphy-Phillips.



Finance Committee – The members of our Finance Committee are: Chair – Cathy Miller; other members are:
Paula Cormier, Aurea Gillis, Helen Gillis, Marie MacNeil, Cindy McBride, Stella McDaniel, Cecile Miller and
Annie Wall.

Liturgy Committee - The members of our Liturgy Committee are: Chair - Lawrence Cameron, Secretary –
Betty MacFarlane, vice-Chair – Wilfridine Crowdis; other members: Trina Colette, Sandra Gillis, Donna
MacFarlane, Mary Hilda MacIsaac, Dorothy MacKenzie, Irene MacLellan, Steve MacLennan, Denise Olson
and Barbara Wyrwas.

Building & Maintenance Committee – St. Joseph’s – Contact person Joey MacKinnon and other members:
Alex MacNeil and Jerald Miller; St. Michael’s – Contact person: Cyril LeBlanc and other members: Dennis
Doucet and Emile LeBlanc, Belle Cote; St. Patrick’s – Contact person Jack Miller and other members: Tom
Godreau and John McBride. If you see anything which needs to be done, let the contact person know.


