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The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jan. 29, 2023

Sunday Masses: St. Joseph’s - Sat., 4 p.m.; St. Patrick’s – Sun., 9:30 a.m.; St. Michael’s – Sun., 11 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Tues., Jan. 31 - St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Catherine Cameron req. by Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Cameron
Wed., Feb. 1 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Ranold Murphy req. by Mabel & Dave Barrett
Thurs., Feb. 2 – St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Rebecca MacDonald req. by Mr. & Mrs. Laird Burton
Fri., Feb. 3 – Feast of St. Blaise – Blessing of throats - St. Michael’s – 10 a.m. – Wilfred Burns req. by
Dorothy MacKenzie

MINISTRY

From the Pastor’s desk:My dear people in Christ,

Greetings of peace and love in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you so much for keeping my brother in your
prayers. He is doing well now but under medication for some more time. The Good Lord gives what is best for
us, and He is good all the time.
Thank you to Simon (Claire) LeBlanc for his 21 years of service on St. Michael’s Cemetery Committee!
In his book, On This Day, Carl D. Windsor includes this anecdote: Even the most devoted couple will
experience a “stormy” bout once in a while. A grandmother, celebrating her golden wedding anniversary, once
told the secret of her long and happy marriage. “On my wedding day, I decided to make a list of ten of my
husband’s faults which, for the sake of our marriage, I would overlook,” she said. A guest asked the woman
what some of the faults she had chosen to overlook were. The grandmother replied, “To tell you the truth, my
dear, I never did get around to listing them. But whenever my husband did something that made me hopping
mad, I would say to myself, ‘Lucky for him that’s one of the ten!’”– Today, the words of the Beatitudes invite
us to consider anew our dependence on God, to acknowledge Him as the Supreme Authority in our lives, and to
recognize in Him the Source of our identity and happiness.

C. L. James in his delightful book, To See a World in a Grain of Sand, tells the fable of a wise old cat who
notices a kitten chasing its tail. “Why are you chasing your tail?” said the wise old cat. The kitten replied, “I
have learned that the best thing for a cat is happiness, and happiness is my tail. Therefore, I am chasing it, and
when I catch it, I shall have happiness.” The wise old cat responded, “My son, I, too, have paid attention to the
problems of the universe. I too have judged that happiness is my tail. But, I noticed that whenever I chase after
it, it keeps running away from me, but when I go about my business, it just seems to come after me wherever I
go.” — We do not find happiness in material things, in a pill, in a bottle, or by having love affairs. Happiness is
something that comes from within us. The only truly happy life is a life lived with God as our life’s Source and
our true center. Today’s Gospel asserts that those who have recognized and acknowledged their dependence on
God are the truly blessed and that these are the poor in spirit, the sorrowing, the lowly, those who hunger and
thirst for holiness, the merciful, the single-hearted, the peace-makers and those persecuted for their right
convictions

1) We need to respond to the challenge of the Beatitudes in daily life. The Beatitudes propose to us a way of
life, inviting us to identify with the poor, those who mourn, the meek, and those who hunger and thirst after
justice. They challenge us to be compassionate people, to be men and women who are pure in heart, and to



become the peacemakers in our dealings with one another, in our families, and in the society at large, even
when this approach to things exposes us to ridicule and persecution. Let us remember that each time we reach
out to help the needy, the sick, and the oppressed, we share with them a foretaste of the promises of the
Beatitudes here and now.
2) We need to choose the way wisely. “There are two Ways, one of Life and one of Death, and there is a great
difference between the two Ways.” These are the opening lines of the “Didache,” a first century Christian
catechism used to teach new Christians the essence of the Christian faith. The way of life is the way of Jesus
that leads to eternal life. The challenge of the beatitudes is: “Are you going to be happy in the world’s way or in
Christ’s way?” God wants us to live as brothers and sisters who care for one another.
Blessings, with prayers,
Fr Silvichan M Dominic CFIC

World Day for Consecrated Life – Tuesday, Feb. 2 is the Feast of The Presentation of the Lord and World
Day for Consecrated Life. The purpose of the day is “to help the entire Church to esteem ever more greatly the
witness of those persons who have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practice of the evangelical
counsels” as well as “to be a suitable occasion for consecrated persons to renew their commitment and rekindle
the fervour which should inspire their offering of themselves to the Lord” (Saint John Paul II, 1997).

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting – The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council will be Tues., Jan. 31 at 7
p.m. in Mary’s Room, St. Michael’s. Please indicate by email to Lawrence if you can or cannot attend. Thank
you.

FORMED – Watch for programs for Lent which begins Feb. 22.

Communion Calls will take place during the first week of February. If anyone is not on the list and would like
Communion, please contact one of the team.

Adoration on First Friday – On the first Friday of February, Adoration will take place in St. Anne’s Chapel
with prayers being offered for the sick and suffering of the families of our parishes.

Organ to be given away! - St. Patrick’s Church has an older church organ to give away. If you are interested,
please contact Wilfridine Crowdis at 902-248-2315 no later than February 15, 2023. You will be required to
pick it up at the church.

CWL & KofC

CWL Dues – Sheila is again collecting per capita fees from CWL members. Dues for 2023 are $34.

K of C News: - Knights of Columbus regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, February 2 at 7 p.m.
at St Michael's Hall. Knights of Columbus Crib Games will start on Sunday, February 5 at 7 p.m. in St.
Michael’s Hall.

OTHER NEWS

Food Handlers’ Course - A Food Handlers’ Course will be offered in the Margarees in the near future. If you
are interested in taking the course or would like more information, please contact Sheila Fortune.

PRAYERS
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January – We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.



Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February – We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may
increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need.

Used Stamps and Eye Glasses – Please continue to save used stamps and eye glasses and drop them off at
your respective Church.

Prayer Corner – Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Ann Gillis, Mary Murphy, Ann
Mailette, Adrienne LeBlanc, Alex Dunn, Anna Matheson, Allana Mullaney, Pat Butler, Zacchary Timmons,
Sheldon Casey, Patsy and Leonard Aucoin, and Rita (Marriott) Aucoin. If you are sick and would like your
name in the Prayer Corner, please contact the Parish Office, ccl.mllr@gmail.com

Prayer of St. Gertrude – Everyone is encouraged to offer the Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great (below). She
said our Lord revealed to her that 1 000 souls would be released from Purgatory each time the prayer is said.
“Eternal Father, I offer You the most Precious Blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the
Universal Church, those in my own home, and within my family. Amen.”

Condolences are extended to the families of Collins MacLellan, brother of Donnie and Colonel and Austin
Ross.

Prayer for World Peace – Father, even when things seem hopeless, we know that through You we are never
without hope. We beg your intervention for a world on the constant brink of war. Beat our swords into
plowshares and cause the lion to lie down with the lamb. Intervene in this world that we might avoid the
horrors of war and let peace rule in all lands. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel - St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humble pray, and do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God cast into Hell, Satan, and all the other evil spirits who roam
throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen

Members of the Margaree Family of Catholic Churches Ministries

Parish Pastoral Council – The members of our Council are Chair – Lawrence MacLellan; vice-Chair – John
Gillis; secretary – Mary MacNeil; other members: Mary Louise Burns, Jeanette Cameron, Mose Fortune,
Alfred Gallant, Donald Angus Gillis and Hilda Murphy-Phillips.

Finance Committee – The members of our Finance Committee are: Chair – Cathy Miller; other members are:
Paula Cormier, Aurea Gillis, Helen Gillis, Marie MacNeil, Cindy McBride, Stella McDaniel, Cecile Miller and
Annie Wall.

Liturgy Committee - The members of our Liturgy Committee are: Chair - Lawrence Cameron, Secretary –
Betty MacFarlane, vice-Chair – Wilfridine Crowdis; other members: Trina Colette, Sandra Gillis, Donna
MacFarlane, Mary Hilda MacIsaac, Dorothy MacKenzie, Irene MacLellan, Steve MacLennan, Denise Olson
and Barbara Wyrwas.

Building & Maintenance Committee – St. Joseph’s – Contact person Joey MacKinnon and other members:
Alex MacNeil and Jerald Miller; St. Michael’s – Contact person: Cyril LeBlanc and other members: Dennis
Doucet and Emile LeBlanc, Belle Cote; St. Patrick’s – Contact person Jack Miller and other members: Tom
Godreau and John McBride. If you see anything which needs to be done, let the contact person know.

Quote: “The gifts of grace increase as the struggles increase.” - St. Rose of Lima


