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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Holy Father has called the entire Church to focus on the Family.  This is an exciting time in our
Church. We have been invited to share our own insights and experiences, our own prayers and
intentions, and our own reflections on Family. Your comments would be very helpful to me as I
prepare comments for the Canadian response. I am therefore asking for your consultation and
participation. 

Two Synods of Bishops have been called to address the issues connected with the Family in today’s
world.  The Extraordinary Synod of Bishops was held in October 2014 and collected the experiences
and proposals in the Church regarding living the Gospel of the Family in a credible manner.  In
October 2015, an Ordinary Synod of Bishops will focus on the pastoral care of the family. The
Preparatory Document has been circulated with an invitation to assist in determining the most
effective pastoral response to issues related to living family life as it exists in the various cultures
around the world.

Individual Consultation
Parishioners are invited to respond to the questions from the Preparatory Document as arranged by
the Canadian Bishops and as posted on the diocesan website (http://www.antigonishdiocese.com)
or you may wish to respond to the specific questions that I have selected from the questionnaire.

1. What are our best practices – practices that have had an impact and that could be examples
to other communities – in our efforts towards supporting and strengthening families of
believers living in fidelity?

2. In light the Church’s teaching, in which the primary elements of marriage are unity,
indissolubility and openness to life, what criteria are needed for a proper pastoral
discernment of particular situations (e.g., couples living common-law, in a civil marriage,
etc.)? 

3. How can people be helped to understand that a relationship with God can assist couples in
overcoming the inherent weaknesses in marital relations? How do people bear witness to the
fact that divine blessings accompany every true marriage? How do people manifest that the
grace of the Sacrament sustains married couples throughout their life together? 

4. How does the Christian community engage in removing the social and economic factors
which often threaten to break apart families? What steps have been taken and what can be
done to increase this activity and the sense of mission which sustains it?

If you would like to add comments on the topic of Family that are important to you but not a direct
response to the questions listed, please know those comments would also be of interest to me.



Consultation with Parish Pastoral Councils
Aside from individual responses, I am asking that Parish Pastoral Councils also consider these
questions and give responses according to the following suggested format:

Section from Document Pastoral Councils from Various Deaneries
I Better Identifying the Reality Pictou and Northside/Victoria
II Bringing About Pastoral Conversion Antigonish/Guysborough and Inverness
III Proclaiming the Good News Glace Bay/New Waterford and Richmond
IV Paths of Action Sydney

Please complete your responses and return them to the Chancery Office before the end of February,
2015 (chancery.ant@ns.sympatico.ca). I realize that these responses require a very narrow timeline,
when many activities are scheduled. However, I need to compile my responses before the middle of
March, so that a Canadian Response can be prepared. This consultation is an important opportunity
to participate in this process. Thanks for the assistance that you provide. 

May I add my personal blessing and best wishes to all the families in our Diocese. It is my prayer
that all families will find our places of worship safe havens, loving gatherings, and a source of
support and guidance as we travel our spiritual journeys.

Sincerely in Christ.

^ Brian Joseph Dunn
Bishop of Antigonish


